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(57) ABSTRACT

More than one set of sounding signal configuration param-
eters are determined for the same mobile terminal. The
mobile terminal uses the sets of configuration parameters to
generate different sounding reference signals which can be
used for different purposes such as estimating timing and
channel quality. In one embodiment, a method of configuring
uplink sounding transmissions by mobile terminals in a wire-
less communication network is characterized by determining
different sets of configuration parameters for sounding signal
transmissions for a given mobile terminal (200). The different
sets of configuration parameters are transmitted to the mobile
terminal, allowing the mobile terminal to generate different
sounding signals for different uses by the wireless communi-
cation network (202).
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DETERMINE DIFFERENT SETS
OF CONFIGURATION PARAMETERS
FOR SOUNDING SIGNAL TRANSMISSIONS
FOR A GIVEN MOBILE TERMINAL

\

TRANSMIT THE DIFFERENT SETS
OF CONFIGURATION PARAMETERS
TO THE MOBILE TERMINAL TO ENABLE
THE MOBILE TERMINAL TO GENERATE
DIFFERENT SOUNDING SIGNALS
FOR DIFFERENT USES BY THE
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION NETWORK

FIG. 2

[

RECEIVE DIFFERENT SETS
OF CONFIGURATION PARAMETERS
FOR SOUNDING SIGNAL TRANSMISSIONS
FOR A GIVEN MOBILE TERMINAL

A

GENERATE DIFFERENT SOUNDING SIGNALS
BY THE MOBILE TERMINAL
BASED ON THE DIFFERENT SETS
OF CONFIGURATION PARAMETERS

|

FIG. 3
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1
CHANNEL SOUNDING USING MULTIPLE
SOUNDING CONFIGURATIONS

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 60/954,734 filed on Aug. 8, 2007.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to uplink sounding
reference signals, and particularly relates to configuring indi-
vidual mobile terminals with a plurality of uplink sounding
reference signal transmission parameters.

BACKGROUND

Uplink sounding reference signals are known signals trans-
mitted on the uplink direction (i.e., mobile-terminal-to-net-
work). Sounding reference signals can be used by the receiver
(i.e., the base station) to estimate uplink channel quality,
including the uplink channel quality for different frequency
bands. The channel quality estimates can, for example, be
used by an uplink scheduler located in the base station to
determine a suitable uplink data rate (i.e., uplink rate control)
or select a suitable frequency band for the uplink transmission
for a given mobile terminal (also known as channel-depen-
dent frequency-domain scheduling).

Uplink sounding reference signals can also be used by the
receiver to estimate the timing of received signals. Such
receive-timing estimates can be subsequently used by the
network to adjust the mobile terminal transmit timing in order
to time-align the receive timing of the uplink transmissions of
different mobile terminals. Other uses of the uplink sounding
reference signals are also possible.

In 3GPP LTE (3rd Generation Partnership Project Long
Term Evolution), uplink sounding reference signals can be
viewed as OFDM signals (Orthogonal Frequency-Division
Multiplexing) in that the signals consist of a number of fre-
quency sub-carriers with suitable modulation applied to each
sub-carrier. More specifically, in case of LTE the modulation
applied to the subcarriers is based on so called Zadoff-Chu
sequences. An uplink sounding reference signal can be char-
acterized in the frequency domain by the index of the first
transmitted sub-carrier of the reference signal, the number of
transmitted sub-carriers of the reference signal and the spac-
ing between transmitted sub-carriers also referred to as the
repetition factor (RPF) of the reference signal.

Uplink sounding reference signals can also be character-
ized in the time domain. The LTE uplink time-domain struc-
ture includes subframes of 1 ms length. Each subframe has
two equal-sized slots of 0.5 ms length, each slot including
seven symbols. One symbol in each slot is used as a demodu-
lation reference signal that cannot be mixed with sounding
reference signals. The demodulation reference signals are
used for uplink channel estimation to enable coherent uplink
detection. The remaining symbols are typically used for data
transmission. Thus, there are two demodulation reference
symbols and twelve “data” symbols within each subframe.

If sounding reference signals are to be transmitted, a subset
of the data symbols, e.g., every Mth data symbol, can be
replaced by sounding reference signals. Typically, sounding
reference signals are not transmitted in every subframe.
Instead, one data symbol in every Nth subframe is replaced by
a sounding reference signal, the sounding reference signal
including a number of sub-carriers in the frequency domain as
described above. The sounding reference signal can be char-
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2

acterized in the time domain by the period (measured in
number of subframes) of the sounding reference signal, i.e.,
how often the reference signal is transmitted. The sounding
reference signal can be further characterized in the time
domain by the time offset of the sounding reference signal
(measured in number of subframes) and the position of the
sounding reference signal within the subframe, i.e., which
data symbol has been replaced by the reference signal.

Different uses of uplink sounding reference signals may
require different characteristics for the reference signals. For
example, if a sounding reference signal is to be used for
channel-quality estimation, a sounding reference signal of
relatively narrow bandwidth (i.e., relatively few transmitted
sub-carriers) may be sufficient if scheduling is only to be
carried out over a limited bandwidth. However, the sounding
reference signal is typically transmitted relatively often (i.e.,
relatively small period) in order to track relatively fast chan-
nel variations. On the other hand, for timing-estimation pur-
poses, a relatively wideband reference signal may be needed
to yield an accurate timing estimation. At the same time, a
relatively long reference-signal period is sufficient for tim-
ing-estimation purposes as the propagation delay typically
varies relatively slowly.

One conventional approach used for both channel-quality
estimation and timing estimation purposes involves transmit-
ting a sounding reference signal with wide bandwidth and
high rate (i.e., small period). However, this conventional
approach uses a relatively large amount of radio resources to
transmit the sounding reference signal because of the wide
bandwidth and high rate requirements. As such, fewer uplink
symbols are available for data transmission. Accordingly, a
less radio-resource intensive solution is desired.

SUMMARY

According to the methods and apparatus disclosed herein,
more than one set of sounding signal configuration param-
eters are determined for the same mobile terminal. The con-
figuration parameters may differ in the frequency-domain
and/or the time-domain. The sets of configuration parameter
are transmitted to the mobile terminal for use by the terminal
in generating different sounding reference signals. Occasion-
ally, more than one sounding reference signal may be trans-
mitted simultaneously when multiple configurations are
used. Priorities may be assigned to the different sets of con-
figuration parameters for mitigating signal transmission con-
flicts. The configuration parameter having the highest priority
controls which reference signal is transmitted when a conflict
is expected to occur. Sounding reference signals transmitted
by the mobile terminal can be used for different purposes such
as estimating channel quality and timing.

In one embodiment, a method of configuring uplink sound-
ing transmissions by mobile terminals in a wireless commu-
nication network is characterized by determining different
sets of configuration parameters for sounding signal trans-
missions for a given mobile terminal. The different sets of
configuration parameters are transmitted to the mobile termi-
nal, allowing the mobile terminal to generate different sound-
ing signals for different uses by the wireless communication
network.

Of course, the present invention is not limited to the above
features and advantages. Indeed, those skilled in the art will
recognize additional features and advantages upon reading
the following detailed description, and upon viewing the
accompanying drawings.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a wireless
communication network including a base station that pro-
vides different sounding signal configurations for a given
mobile terminal.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of program
logic for providing different sounding signal configurations
for a given mobile terminal.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of program
logic for generating different sounding signals by a given
mobile terminal based on different sounding signal configu-
rations.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of different
sounding signal configurations for a given mobile terminal.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of another embodiment of dif-
ferent sounding signal configurations for a given mobile ter-
minal.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a wireless communi-
cation network 100 including a base station 110 that services
one or more mobile terminals 120. The base station 110
includes a baseband processor 130. A parameter generator
140 included in or associated with the baseband processor
130 determines different sets 150 of configuration parameters
for sounding signal transmissions for the mobile terminal
120, e.g., as illustrated by Step 200 of FIG. 2. The baseband
processor 130 transmits the different sets 150 of configura-
tion parameters to the mobile terminal 120 over a downlink
communication channel 152, e.g., as illustrated by Step 202
of FIG. 2. The sets 150 of configuration parameters enable the
mobile terminal 120 to generate different sounding signals
160 for different uses by the base station 110 such as channel-
quality estimation and timing estimation.

The mobile terminal 120 has a baseband processor 170 for
receiving the sets 150 of configuration parameters transmit-
ted from the base station 110, e.g., as illustrated by Step 300
of FIG. 3. A sounding signal generator 180 included in or
associated with the mobile terminal baseband processor 170
generates different sounding reference signals 160 based on
the different sets 150 of configuration parameters, e.g., as
illustrated by Step 302 of FIG. 3. The mobile terminal 120
transmits the sounding signals 160 to the base station 110
over an uplink communication link 162. This way, multiple
sounding reference signal configurations having different fre-
quency-domain and/or time-domain parameters can be used
by the same mobile terminal 120 to generate different sound-
ing reference signals 160.

According to one embodiment, one set 150 of the sounding
signal configuration parameters causes the mobile terminal
120 to generate a first one of the sounding reference signals
160 with a relatively narrow bandwidth, but high rate in the
time domain. A different set 150 of the sounding signal con-
figuration parameters causes the mobile terminal 120 to gen-
erate a second one of the sounding reference signals 160
having a wider bandwidth, but lower time-domain rate. The
first sounding signal can be used by the base station 110 for
channel-quality estimation while the second sounding signal
can be used for timing estimation.

Under some conditions, the different sets 150 of configu-
ration parameters may create signal transmission conflicts at
the mobile terminal 120 in that different sounding reference
signal transmissions may occur within the same subframe or
even within the same symbol, e.g., as illustrated in FIG. 4.
Different priorities can be established or otherwise defined

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

for the sets 150 of configuration parameters. The priorities
allow the mobile terminal baseband processor 170 to deter-
mine which set 150 of configuration parameters should be
used in the event of a sounding signal transmission collision.
The configuration having the highest priority controls when
more than one sounding reference signal transmission is
expected to occur simultaneously, e.g., as illustrated in FIG. 5
where the second configuration (#2) has the highest priority.
The prioritization may be explicit such that each sounding
reference signal configuration is explicitly assigned a priority
at configuration. Alternatively, the prioritization can be
implicit, e.g., depending on the different configuration
parameters. According to one embodiment, the configuration
having the widest bandwidth (consisting of the largest num-
ber of transmitted sub-carriers) is given the highest priority.
Other implied priorities may also be implemented by the
mobile terminal baseband processor 170.

The embodiments described herein provide for the con-
figuration, use and transmission of multiple sounding refer-
ence signal configurations to the same mobile terminal 120.
The configurations may differ in bandwidth and/or the num-
ber of transmitted frequency sub-carriers. Additionally, or
alternatively, the configurations may differ in the spacing
between the transmitted sub-carriers (i.e. in the repetition
factor), and/or in signal transmission rate. Additionally, or
alternatively, the configurations may have different explicit or
implied priorities for avoiding conflicting sounding reference
signal transmissions expected to occur simultaneously (or
just in the same sub-frame). In one embodiment, the base
station 110 explicitly signals the configuration priorities to
the mobile terminal 120.

Of course, other variations are contemplated. Thus, the
foregoing description and the accompanying drawings repre-
sent non-limiting examples of the methods and apparatus
taught herein for the transmission of system information. As
such, the present invention is not limited by the foregoing
description and accompanying drawings. Instead, the present
invention is limited only by the following claims and their
legal equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of configuring uplink sounding transmissions
by mobile terminals in a wireless communication network,
the method comprising:

determining a first set of configuration parameters for

sounding signal transmissions for a given mobile termi-
nal to perform channel estimation;

determining a second set of configuration parameters for

sounding signal transmissions for the given mobile ter-
minal to perform timing estimation; and

transmitting the first and the second sets of configuration

parameters to the mobile terminal, thereby enabling the
mobile terminal to determine a set of configuration
parameters among the first and the second sets of con-
figuration parameters and to generate different sounding
signals for the channel estimation and timing estimation
purposes.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the first and
the second sets of configuration parameters includes deter-
mining a first sounding signal bandwidth parameter for the
first set of configuration parameters and a second sounding
signal bandwidth parameter for the second set of configura-
tion parameters, and wherein the mobile terminal is config-
ured to generate narrowband sounding signal according to the
first set of configuration parameters and generate a wideband
sounding signal according to the second set of configuration
parameters.
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3. The method of claim 2, wherein the first and second
sounding signal bandwidth parameters including transmis-
sion frequency parameters, and configuring the transmission
frequency parameters such that the mobile terminal transmits
the narrowband sounding signal more frequently than the
mobile terminal transmits the wideband sounding signal.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising defining
different priorities for the first and the second sets of configu-
ration parameters, thereby allowing the mobile terminal to
determine which set of configuration parameters to be used in
response to a sounding signal transmission conflict occurs.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising the mobile
terminal configured to transmit a first sounding signal at first
times according to the first set of configuration parameters
and a second sounding signal at second times according the
second set of configuration parameters, and establishing or
otherwise defining priorities for the first and the second sets of
configuration parameters comprises establishing or other-
wise defining whether the first or second sounding signal is to
be transmitted for a case where the first and second times
coincide.

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising transmitting
the different priorities from the wireless communication net-
work to the mobile terminal.

7. A base station comprising a baseband processor config-
ured to:

determine a first set of configuration parameters for sound-

ing signal transmissions for a given mobile terminal to
perform channel estimation;

determine a second set of configuration parameters for

sounding signal transmissions for the given mobile ter-
minal to perform timing estimation; and

transmit the first and the second sets of configuration

parameters to the mobile terminal, thereby enabling the
mobile terminal to determine a set of configuration
parameters among the first and the second sets of con-
figuration parameters and to generate different sounding
signals for the channel estimation and timing estimation
purposes.

8. The base station of claim 7, wherein the baseband pro-
cessor is configured to determine a first sounding signal band-
width parameter for the first set of configuration parameters
and a second sounding signal bandwidth parameter for the
second set of configuration parameters, and wherein the
mobile terminal is configured to generate a narrowband
sounding signal according to the first set of configuration
parameters and generate a wideband sounding signal accord-
ing to the second set of configuration parameters.

9. The base station of claim 8, wherein the first and second
sounding signal bandwidth parameters including transmis-
sion frequency parameters, and the baseband processor is
configured to set the transmission frequency parameters such
that the mobile terminal transmits the narrowband sounding
signal more frequently than the mobile terminal transmits the
wideband sounding signal.

10. The base station of claim 7, wherein the baseband
processor is further configured to define different priorities
for the first and the second sets of configuration parameters,
thereby allowing the mobile terminal to determine which set
of configuration parameters to be used in response to a sound-
ing signal transmission conflict occurs.

11. The base station of claim 10, wherein the baseband
processor is configured to establish first sounding signal
transmission times for the first set of configuration param-
eters and second sounding signal transmission times for the
second set of configuration parameters, and to establish or
otherwise define whether the first or second set of configura-
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tion parameters has a higher priority when the first and second
sounding signal transmission times coincide.

12. The base station of claim 11, wherein the baseband
processor is further configured to transmit the different pri-
orities to the mobile terminal.

13. A method of configuring uplink sounding transmis-
sions by a given mobile terminal, the method comprising:

receiving a first set of configuration parameters for sound-

ing signal transmissions for the mobile terminal to per-
form channel estimation;

receiving a second set of configuration parameters for

sounding signal transmissions for the mobile terminal to
perform timing estimation;

determining a set of configuration parameters among the

first and the second sets of configuration parameters for
generating sounding signals.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein receiving the first and
the second sets of configuration parameters includes receiv-
ing a first sounding signal bandwidth parameter for the first
set of configuration parameters and a second sounding signal
bandwidth parameter for the second set of configuration
parameters.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

generating a narrowband sounding signal according to the

first set of configuration parameters; and

generating a wideband sounding signal according to the

second set of configuration parameters.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the narrowband
sounding signal is generated more frequently than the wide-
band sounding signal.

17. The method of claim 13, further comprising determin-
ing which set of configuration parameters to be used when a
sounding signal transmission conflict occurs.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein determining which
set of configuration parameters to be used is based on differ-
ent received priorities for the first and the second sets of
configuration parameters.

19. A mobile terminal comprising a baseband processor
configured to:

receive a first set of configuration parameters for sounding

signal transmissions for the mobile terminal to perform
channel estimation;

receive a second set of configuration parameters for sound-

ing signal transmissions for the mobile terminal to per-
form timing estimation; and

determine a set of configuration parameters among the

different sets of configuration parameters for generating
sounding signals.

20. The mobile terminal of claim 19, wherein the baseband
processor is configured to receive a first sounding signal
bandwidth parameter for the first set of configuration param-
eters and a second sounding signal bandwidth parameter for
the second set of configuration parameters.

21. The mobile terminal of claim 20, wherein the baseband
processor is further configured to:

generate a narrowband sounding signal according to the

first set of configuration parameters; and

generate a wideband sounding signal according to the sec-

ond set of configuration parameters.

22. The mobile terminal of claim 21, wherein the baseband
processor is further configured to generate the narrowband
sounding signal more frequently than the wideband sounding
signal.

23. The mobile terminal of claim 19, wherein the baseband
processor is further configured to determine which set of
configuration parameters to be used when a sounding signal
transmission conflict occurs.
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24. The mobile terminal of claim 23, wherein the baseband
processor is further configured to determine which set of
configuration parameters to be used based on different
received priorities for the first and the second sets of configu-
ration parameters. 5



